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Act 3, Scene 1 [Dramatic Pause] 
 
On September 8, lawmakers will return from their month-long summer break to 
face some tough budget and policy decisions. Much of the talk during 
Washington’s annual August recess was about the drama House and Senate 
lawmakers will face as they try to avert another government shutdown in the 
short-term, then seek a budget deal with the White House to maybe, just maybe, 
raise those pesky spending caps on defense and social programs.  

 



 

With so few legislative workdays in September, lawmakers have already given up 
the thought of passing any of the government’s 12 annual appropriations bills 
before the start of the federal fiscal year on October 1. Instead, work is already 
underway on a stop-gap funding bill—a continuing resolution—to keep the 
government running at least until the end of the year. 

But even that may prove to be a challenge.  

During the summer, two deeply emotional and politically charged issues—
abortion and race—came out of left field to overtake the stalemate over the 
spending bills, raising the specter of a possible government shutdown. Still, 
congressional leaders remain hopeful that Congress can avoid that, hopefully with 
as little drama as possible. 

For the longer term, pressure is building in Congress to strike a budget deal with 
President Obama that lifts self-imposed spending caps on defense and domestic 
programs—caps that have been in place since 2011.  

Debt Ceiling Vote Likely to Trigger Year-end Negotiations 

The Congressional Budget Office has projected that the federal government’s 
debt ceiling will need to be increased in mid-November or early December, a 
tough vote which is likely to force lawmakers to address several fiscal tasks on the 
legislative agenda, including the annual appropriations bills and finding a long-
term source of funding for highway projects. 

But while congressional leaders in both the House and the Senate are vowing to 
avoid a government shutdown or debt default in the coming months, some 
lawmakers in both chambers have threatened to use the upcoming fiscal fights to 
advance unrelated policy issues, such as defunding Planned Parenthood and 
revisiting the 1965 Voting Rights Act.  

Nevertheless, it seems likely that Congress will try to wrap all of its remaining 
fiscal work into one year-end deal, which many lawmakers are expecting to be the 
case. 

GAO Asked to Recommend GME Reforms 



Key members of the House Ways and Means and Energy and Commerce 
committees have asked the Government Accountability Office (GAO) to 
recommend ways to improve the graduate medical education system. 
 
In a letter signed by 27 House GOP members, the lawmakers said, “Despite the 
web of funding allocated to train physicians, very little is known about how our 
tax dollars are being spent.” The letter goes on to state, “Our concern is that, like 
most federal programs, duplication, overlap or waste is preventing our dollars 
from being spent efficiently and effectively.” 
 
Rep. Kevin Brady (R-TX), who heads the Ways and Means Health Subcommittee, 
has said that he hopes to introduce this fall a bill that reforms GME and smoothes 
current rural disparities. Some predict that Rep. Brady’s bill will include several 
provisions to increase transparency and accountability for GME. 
 
Given the impending doctor shortage in the country, the lawmakers write, they 
would like the GAO to look into whether the federal government should be able 
to track where GME funds from each program in Medicare, Medicaid, the Health 
Resources and Services Administration, Veterans Affairs Administration and 
Department of Defense are being spent and on what they are being spent.  They 
also ask for recommendations on how to best track the type of residents being 
trained using federal and state dollars, eligibility for federally-funded residency 
programs, how states subsidize GME costs through Medicaid or other programs, 
and how these programs address the needs in the physician workforce.  
 
The lawmakers go on to ask if there is a need for oversight or consolidation 
through commissions and accreditation bodies and if there are duplication and 
inefficiencies that need to be improved in GME? They say that many of the GME 
programs have different requirements for providers, and ask the GAO to 
recommend how to streamline and apply a similar set of rules across the different 
programs. 
 
Geographic discrepancies also exist in the current GME programs, the lawmakers 
say, and they ask the GAO to review the GME slot allocation by specialty and 
region. They also ask the GAO to look at how the GME slots could be correlated 
with rural and physician shortage areas. 
 



GAO Seeking Nominees to Serve on MACPAC 

The GAO is seeking nominations for the Medicaid and CHIP Payment Access 
Commission (MACPAC) to be effective January 1, 2016.  MACPAC reviews 
Medicaid and CHIP access and payment policies and advises Congress on issues 
affecting thee programs.  Those interested can submit letters of nomination and 
resumes until September 16.  All nomination materials can be sent to 
MACPACappointments@gao.gov.  
 
Are Amendments to the Common Rule Imminent? 
 
According to several sources, public release of a comprehensive proposal to 
modernize human subject protection regulations may be coming as soon as today 
(September 2), as the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) has completed its 
review of the proposal. 
 
The Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) could be released at any time now 
that OMB’s review is complete.  The proposal has been under review at OMB 
since February 24 of this year.  Its official title is, “Human Subjects Research 
Protections: Enhancing Protections for Research Subjects and Reducing Burden, 
Delay, and Ambiguity for Investigators.” 
 
The issue began when the administration issued an Advanced Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking (ANPRM) in July 2011, seeking comments on more than six dozen 
different issues related to human subject research.  The changes would impact 
research funded by about 20 different federal agencies and departments. 
 
Once released, the NPRM will be subject to a comment period (probably ninety 
days) in which outside organizations (like SGIM) and individuals can offer their 
thoughts on the validity – or lack thereof – of what is being proposed.  The 
executive agencies involved will have to review those comments and decide on 
any changes that need to be made before the final rule issued.  That process will 
take well into next year. 
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Health Policy Committee Leadership Contact Information 

Tom Staiger, HPC Chair    Staiger@uw.edu  
Angela Jackson, HPC Co-Chair   angela.jackson@bmc.org 
Marshall Chin, Council Liaison   mchin@medicine.bsd.uchicago.edu   
Bobby Baron, Education Sub. Chair  baron@medicine.ucsf.edu  
Keith vom Eigen, Clinical Practice Sub. Chair vomeigen@uchc.edu  
Nancy Keating, Research Sub. Chair  keating@hcp.med.harvard.edu   
Cara Litvin, Membership Dev. Sub. Chair  litvincb@musc.edu 
 

Health Policy Committee Staff Support 
 

Francine Jetton, SGIM     jettonf@sgim.org 
Lyle Dennis, CRD Associates   ldennis@dc-crd.com 
Dom Ruscio, CRD Associates   druscio@dc-crd.com 
Erika Miller, CRD Associates   emiller@dc-crd.com  
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